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How’s Boise
Doing?

A Community
Update on
Achievement 1n

the Boise School
District

We invite you to examine your Boise School District closely. We
know you will find great things happening! From highly successful
students, great teachers/staff members, and increasing state and
national honors, Boise School District is committed to Educating
Today for a Better Tomorrow!
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The proof of our success can be found in this annual achievement
report. It also can be found in each and every classroom in every
school. At BSD, we believe all students can learn and we provide
the tools, support, and connections students need to reach their full
potential. We have high expectations for our educational system.
Our newly approved strategic plan, Plan 2015, includes the
following goals:

Goal 1: We deliver an exceptional aligned K-12 curriculum which
prepares students for success in the work environment, college and
university studies, and citizenship in the 2 Ist century.

Goal 2: All students have opportunities to access District
programs and achieve success in those programs.

Goal 3: Wk hire well-trained, professional employees and provide
resources and professional development to ensure instructional

excellence.
Percentage of AYP Goals Met by Boise Schools - 2008-09
Goal 4: We communicate with and engage District stakeholders.

2% (1 school)
7% (3 schools)

Goal 5: We provide safe, respectful and supportive school
environments for students, staff, volunteers, and patrons, based on
District values.

Goal 6: We annually review the strategic plan to set priorities, 50% (22 schools)

. . . . 41% (18 schools)
determine appropriate timelines, and allocate resources. 0

You won't find this way of educating in other parts of the country.
Across America, public schools receive constant criticism from all
sides — by the press, special interest groups, community organiza-
tions, politicians, and the courts. Urban schools in our country
continue to face difficult questions about how to teach all students
basic, advanced, and real world skills and how to gain community
support necessary to achieve these goals.
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Fortunately, this is not the case in Boise School District. Despite
growing urbanization, major increases in low income and non-
English speaking students, and increasing state and national
requirements, BSD continues to produce remarkable success in
student academic growth and achievement.

To appreciate and understand student achievement in BSD you
need to know the complete facts. This report contains many. It’s a
continuing story of hard-earned success both in terms of academic
growth and achievement, all in the face of changing and challenging
student demographics, and budget conditions.

Idaho’s highest number of students qualifying for the National
Merit Scholarship® Program, Newsweek magazine’s selection of
Boise, Borah and Timberline high schools as national standouts,
Capital High School’s receipt of the 2009 Siemens Award for
Advanced Placement, and BSD’s continued dominance of the
State’s Advanced Placement (AP) program are but just a few
examples of how Boise compares in performance to other school
districts, and how Boise taxpayer support continues to be more than
justified.

We realize there’s much work to do. In our efforts to reach success
with every student, we know there are many challenges ahead and
we pledge our commitment to meet each of them. Included in this
update are numerous examples of how BSD students compare on
major state and national achievement indicators. There’s much

more to tell. AVERAGE COMPOSITE ACT SCORES

If you want to learn more about how Boise is doing, please contact 235
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