




















18

BSD Community Update * Winter 2009-10

Boise High Students Volunteer
to Survey Foothills Users

On a cold cloudy Saturday this fall, 25 Boise High students volun-
teered for a project that will help land managers better understand
public use of Boise’s popular Foothills trails.

Working in four-hour time blocks, the students surveyed hundreds of
hikers and bikers at nine trailheads. They volunteered a total of 132 hours

to the project.

“This first-time survey will provide a snapshot of trail users, what they
like and dislike and how they use the trails,” said Julia Grant, Foothills
Open Space Manager. “The City of Boise hopes the data will be useful for
future grant applications, provide feedback from users on management
decisions and how trail users recreate,” said Grant. “The survey would not
have happened without the nine teams of students from Boise High manning
numerous trailheads across the Boise Front.”

Nearly all the teen volunteers are students in AP Environmental Science
and Biology classes taught by Boise High’s Erik Quissell. The AP Envi-
ronmental Science classes have also partnered with the City on water-testing

in the Foothills.

Spothght on Boise Language Academy

Students who attend the Boise Language Academy come from all over the world as
they make their new home in Boise. These students not only learn English, they also
attend traditional high school courses to earn credits toward graduation.

he Boise Language Academy

(BLA) is unlike any other
school in the Boise School District.
Here students from all around the
world gather to learn English, Ameri-
can culture, and curriculum. Enroll-
ment consists of students in grades
7-12 who originate from Burma, Iraq,
Thailand, Rwanda and many other
countries.

“We have 163 students enrolled this
year and students continue to register
as they enter the United States,” said
Grace Dalpiaz, Principal of the Boise
Language Academy. Dalpiaz worked
for 10 years teaching Math ELL, or

English Language Learners, before
becoming principal last year.
Currently, approximately 30
languages are represented at the Acad-
emy, where the typical student is a
refugee or immigrant in the U.S. less
than two years. Imagine the challenge
these students face as they are re-
quired to learn difficult subject
matter in a foreign language—a
daunting task, but Dalpiaz says the
students are inspiring. “They are so
motivated to learn, they show up
every day for school, they want to be
here and they want to learn. Most
importantly, they do not give up.”

2010 Census: A BSD School Focus

he 2010 Census — a count of

everyone living in the United
States — is fast approaching! Census
questionnaires will be mailed or
delivered to every household in the
United States in March 2010. Boise
School District is partnering with the
City of Boise’s Complete Count Task-
force to help spread the word about
the importance of filling out the
Census form when it arrives in your
mail.

The Census, as required by the U.S.
Constitution, shows state population
counts and determines representation
in the U.S. House of Representatives.
Census data also helps determine fed-
eral funding for states, and can affect

school budgets and building new
schools and roads. Census question-
naires will be mailed to households in
March 2010; in April 2010 Census
workers will visit households that did
not return the questionnaire. With
only 10 questions, the 2010 Census
questionnaire is one of the shortest in
history, and should take only 10
minutes to complete.

The U.S. Census Bureau and
Scholastic Inc. have partnered to
create a Census in the Schools
program which will provide educators
with resources to teach the nation’s
students about the importance of the
Census.  The program includes
educational materials for students in

grades K-12, teacher’s guides which
include lesson plans and event ideas,
and an interactive, user-friendly
website with games, state facts, color-
ing pages and more. All of these
resources are designed to reach
students, teachers, school administra-
tors, educational organizations, and
household members of school-aged
children.

The Boise School District is
encouraging schools to participate in
the Census in the Schools program to
inform students and their families
about, and involve them in, this
important undertaking. For more
information about the 2010 Census,
visit www.2010census.gov

The Language Academy is located
on Cole Road in the building formerly
known as Jackson Elementary. This is
the second year the Academy has been
in this location; its first home was at
Fort Boise in 1992. In 1998 the Acad-
emy relocated to Riverglen Jr. High
where they squeezed into just six
classrooms. Last fall the Academy
became a new school within the
District. “Having our own space is
wonderful. We can do things without
schedule and space constraints; the
flexibility helps our staff and
students,” said Dalpiaz.

Students learn English through the
content or subject matter they are
studying. Staff members are certified
in content areas, have Master’s
degrees in ESL (English as a Second
Language) and/or have received
additional certification in ESL
methodology. “Our staff use many
different ways to transition students to
English. They use visuals as they
teach, graphic organizers, and a
slower conversation pace, all within
the content area the students are learn-
ing.”

The Academy mirrors a traditional
high school in many ways. Students
have lockers, and attend classes in
multiple subjects, including P.E. and
music. In addition, several students
take part in BLA’s leadership class. It
is similar to a student council at a
traditional high school, these students
plan and lead assemblies, community

service projects and more. “This is a
diverse group of students from many
different cultures and backgrounds,”
said Dalpiaz. “As they have devel-
oped trust and friendship with one an-
other they have reached out to other
students and worked together as lead-
ers in our school.”

One challenge BLA faces with such
a diverse population is uniting parents.
“Boise Parents of English Language
Learners helps parents transition into
the American school system,” Dalpiaz
said. “They provide parents informa-
tion on everything from what the
ISAT (Idaho Standards Achievement
Tests) scores mean to how to call the
office and check out their child for an
appointment. Generally, parents are
very supportive of us, education is
extremely important in their families,”
said Dalpiaz.

The Academy offers only a brief
stop for students, they may enroll for
four semesters before transferring to a
high school in the District. They
receive assistance to transition
through counselors and teaching staff
at BLA and at the high school—and
the program’s success is astounding.
Students not only complete graduation
requirements and graduate with their
peers, many go on to attend college.

While many ELL students are
concentrated at BLA, overall there are
more than 2,200 students speaking ap-
proximately 100 different languages
attending Boise Schools. Compared to

the 47 ELL students who attended
BSD in 1987, clearly the population
of the students who attend Boise
Schools has changed dramatically. To
accommodate the changing popula-
tion, the District's ELL program serves
K-12 students through a variety of
programs. Elementary programs are
located at 11 magnet sites where
certified ELL teachers and assistants
provide integrated language and con-
tent instruction. Secondary students
receive support through the Academy,
ELL Study Skills, in-class support,
and sheltered content classes. These
students add rich diversity and new
perspectives to classrooms around the
District.

In January, BLA students will take
a field trip to the Snow School at
Bogus Basin. For many students, this
winter will be their first glimpse of
snow in their lifetime. Students will
have the opportunity to snowshoe and
learn about winter weather and recre-
ation in this area. Many students do
not have the appropriate snow cloth-
ing for this field trip and donations of
snow pants, hats, and gloves would be
greatly appreciated. Donations may be
taken to the Boise Language
Academy at 334 S. Cole Road.
In addition, more information about
the  Academy, the students
enrolled there, and the programs
offered is available on the web:
www.boiseschools.org/schools/
bla.html.
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Did You BKnouws?

Boise School District’s web site — boiseschools.org — features a wealth of information, from School Performance
Report Cards, Board of Trustee profiles, news videos, news releases, employment and volunteer opportunities, to

individual school web sites and tips for parents and guardians on raising healthy and happy children. The popularity
of the web site is growing. The site recorded more than 2.6 million visits from January 2009 to November 2009.
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ANNOUNCING KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION/OPEN HOUSE

Screening

Services are available for children with special needs through the Boise
School District Early Childhood Special Education Program. Please

call to set up an appointment for a screening if you have a child who is
from 3 to 5 years old and may have possible problems in one or more
of the following areas:

o Self Help Skills

* Concepts
* Speech e Hearing
* Language * Vision
* Social Emotional * Motor Skills
Screening Dates

January 11, 2010 « February 8, 2010 « March 15, 2010
For an appointment call 854-5520

Educating Today for a Better Tomorrow!
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Back By Popular Demand!

Boise Spring College Fair sponsored by PNACAC
MARCH 20, 2010
12:00 - 3:00
Boise State Ballroom
FREE ADMISSION

Free parking in the Lincoln Street Garage
A variety of schools from the Northwest and beyond will be available

All students and their families are encouraged to attend & meet with
college admissions counselors to:

e Ask questions

Boise School District...Educating Tod

» Gather informational materials

¢ Discuss spring break or summer visit opportunities
r a Better Tomorrow!
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Winter Weather
Procedures

With the colder months fast
approaching, Boise School
District wishes to remind parents and
patrons that procedures are in place
should traveling become too treacher-
ous for students and the need to close
schools arise.

If the decision is made to close
schools, information is immediately
given to local media outlets by the
District’s Administrator of Public Af-
fairs/Information and Communications.
Time permitting, storm/emergency
information will also be posted online
at www.boiseschools.org/emergency.
Only under the most severe conditions
would a decision to close schools be
made in time to announce it the night
before.  Please understand, when
student’s safety is deemed secure, BSD
plans to hold school.

Parents and patrons are invited
to view the District’s complete Winter
Weather  Procedures online  at
www.boiseschools.org. Click on the
Emergencies tab at the left.
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Pohce Pr0V1d Schools a Helping Hand

Timberline High's SRO, Ted Arnold, shakes hands with a student.
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Kfeping or turning kids in the
ight direction while they’re
young enough to make a lifelong dif-
ference. That’s why Ted Arnold is a
School Resource Officer for the
Boise Police Department.

Officer Arnold has been with
Boise Police since 1995. For the past
seven years he’s been an SRO work-
ing with students, parents and teach-
ers at Timberline High School.

“The best thing about being a
School Resource Officer is I have up
to three years to make a positive
impact on kids. A patrol officer may
come upon a kid who needs help but
only be able to spend 15 minutes or
a half hour with the kid. Having the

time to build a solid relationship,
that’s what’s nice and really helpful,”
said Arnold.

For Timberline students and
Arnold, those relationships are built
in and out of class. With the help of
his brother-in-law, who also works in
law enforcement, Arnold is organiz-
ing a Timberline Disc Golf team.

The Professional Disc Golf Asso-
ciation has donated equipment to the
school. Arnold wants to take those
donated items, add some leadership
and enthusiasm, and start a competi-
tive team at Timberline.

“A lot of kids are looking for
activities to channel their energy. For
some kids, this will just be a lot of

fun. But for some, it will be a chance
to succeed at something, that will
help these kids build the confidence
they need to do better in school and
in life,” said Arnold. “If that’s
another way I can help provide
students with a positive direction as
an SRO, I’'m happy to do it.”

If there’s one thing Arnold would
like parents to know about School
Resource Officers, it’s that the offi-
cers, the parents, the teachers and
school staff are all on the same team
when it comes to helping kids.

“If we can help keep a kid out of
trouble, to be pro-active, that’s what
we’d rather do. I know I speak for
myself and the rest of the officers in
our department. For some kids it’s
just a talk, letting them know we’re
there and we care. For others, they
have to make the mistakes, and it
takes catching them doing something
they shouldn’t, and delivering on the
consequences that hopefully turns
them around. But it’s always better
for the student if we can work with
their parents and all pull together to
turn a kid on the edge in the right
direction.”

Arnold makes sure businesses and
neighbors surrounding his school are
also part of the solution.

“Every year, I go to businesses
around  Timberline, introduce
myself, and let them know how to
reach me. [ assure them I’m here to
keep the students safe, and the best
way to do that is to help keep the
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community around the school safe.
Business owners and neighbors are
always very appreciative and usually
happy to do what they can.”

Boise Police have 22 School
Resource Officers in city schools. It’s
an investment of time, money, and
personnel the Boise Police Depart-
ment has made in our community’s
young people since the early *70s.

After seven years, and working
with thousands of students at
Timberline, Arnold has seen that in-
vestment pay off. He knows it takes
the community, parents, teachers,
neighbors and others, to make a pos-
itive difference in a young person’s
life, and ensure a productive future.

“It’s always an inspiration to me
to see the high quality of teachers
and staff we have in our schools. It’s
cool to work with people every day
who love what they do and do it so
well,” said Arnold.

“The teachers and school staff do
so much to engage the students, help
the parents, and involve the commu-
nity. It’s really a team effort that I've
seen pay off in the lives of so many
students. We’re a much stronger,
safer community because we do our
best to help young people make safe,
healthy, successful choices. And that
means we’re focusing on a bright
and healthy future for all of us.”

Keep Your
Schools Safe!

You can do your part to main-
tain safe and secure schools
in the Boise School District. Keep
the following phone numbers on
hand and help keep your Boise
School District a safe place to learn
and work.

CrimeStoppers at 343-COPS, or
the Safe School Helpline at
1-800-418-6423 ext. 359 are pro-
grams designed to alert school offi-
cials to safety issues at schools. They
have been established to allow
callers to anonymously report any
crimes or threats of crimes regarding
any of your public schools.

Don'’t hesitate to use these phone
numbers and thanks for helping keep
your local schools safe and secure!
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